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FAITH AND DUTY.* 


By the Editor. 


hi. 

THERE is a little involuntary resistance in our minds to any 
teaching which shall draw the deep things of our faith within 
the sphere of the laws which govern our development as human 
beings. We prefer that the commerce between God and the 
soul, in which is our life, should be altogether “ supernatural,” 
apart from the common laws of life, arbitrary, inexplicable, 
opposed to reason. If we err in this, it is in reverence we err 
Our thought may be poor and crude, but all our desire is to 
hallow the Divine Name, and we know no other way in which 
to set it apart. But though we err in reverence, we do err, and, 
in the spiritual, as in the natural world, the motive does not 
atone for the act. \\ e lose through this misconception of our 
relations with God the sense of unity in our lives. We become 
aware of an altogether unnatural and irreligious classification 
into t ings sacred and things secular. We are not in all things 
one wit God. There are beautiful lives in which there is no 
race o this separation, whose aims are confined to the things 
. , e Ca sacred. But many thoughtful earnest persons feel sorely 
nee o a conception of the divine relation which shall em- 
race e w lole of human life, which shall make art, science, 

!• k n- S ’ 3 ^ 10se cares and thoughts of men which are not 

til C tk US ’ S3 i Cred als °’ as bein S all engaged in the great evolu- 

t_.cn, the evolution of the Kingdom of God. 

Arnold. 6s ' u ' !0 " °f children. By Felix Adler. Published by Edward 


edhed by W {Tr * N " tional Sta ” d P°int. By Alfred Fouillee. Translated and 
Faith. HeL s e ?mo ’ V* rublished ^ Edwar.l Arnold. 
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Our religious thought as n„r a . 

than we imagine, the outcome of Q UCat, ° n . aI thou S ht . is, far more 
let us imagine that philosophy i s noTfo 1 ° S ° Phy ‘ A " d d ° not 
but only for the few. On the 7 f the general run of men, 
who does not develop his own niuu u’ th ® re is n< ? livin S s <>ul 
appropriates of the current thoughts °- Ufe ~ that which he 
own experiences. & bls tlme > modified by his 

It would be interesting to traro th «• 
thought of the two great schools of »h l Up ° n reli S ious 

and the Naturalistic ; but that is bev P lloso P h y— i the Idealistic 
our purpose here; W m« st co »ZT 3 0Urp0wers * and beyond 
mediately practical. The present da ° UrSe ves to what is im- 
philosophy beim- in the ascend! ? T* * natUralistic 
being altogether SealfstTc m " thin S s of religion 

feeling ^ 4 ZZ ^ 

opposed to human mason. oLTVlZZZ* ^ 

andd? 1C firSt f h u S \ bUt Wh ° arC yCt in t0uch with the thought 
and discovery of the day, affect an only half-honest compromise 

with themselves, and say that there are certain questions which 
they will not examine ; matters secular alone being open to 
searching scrutiny. Now, it is not, as we so often hear, that the 
times are out of joint, that Christianity is effete, that there is any 
inherent antagonism between the facts of natural and the 
facts of spiritual life. It is our own philosophy which needs to 
be adjusted. We have somehow managed to get life out of focus ; 
we have begun with false initial ideas, and have taken the 
logical inferences from these for essential truth. We have not 
perceived that the concern of the reasoning powers is not with 
moral or spiritual truth, or even with what we call facts, but is 
simply with the logical inferences from any premisses what- 
ever accepted by the mind. 

In our examination of M. Fouillee ’s “Education from a 
National Standpoint,” we made some attempt to show that the 
two schemes of philosophy which have hitherto divided the 
world have done so because both are right, and neither is exclu- 
sively right. Matter and spirit, force and idea, work together 
in the evolution of character. The brain, somehow, makes mate 
rial record of those ideas which inspire the life. But the brain 
does not originate those ideas. They are spiritual in their 
nature, and arc spiritually conveyed, whether by means of the 
printed page, the glance of an eye, the touch of a hand, or in 
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that holy mystery of the inbreathing of the Divine Spirit „r 
which we cannot tell whence it comes nor whither it goes. 0 ’ 
we recognise that all thoughts that breathe and words that burn 
are of their nature spiritual, and appeal to the spiritual within 
us — that, in fact, all intercourse of thought and feeling belong 
to the realm of ideas, spiritually conveyed, the great mysteries 
of our religion cease to be hedged off from our common expe- 
riences. If the friend who sits beside us deals with us, spirit with 
spirit, by means of quick interchange of ideas, is it hard to 
believe that just so is the intercourse between the Spirit of God 
and the spirit of man ? The more perfect the sympathy between 
human souls, the less the need for spoken words. ITow easy to 
goon from this to the thought of that most intimate and blissful 
of all intercourse, the converse between the devout soul and its 
God. Nothing can be more obvious, real, natural, necessary 
than that the Father of Spirits should graciously keep open such 
intimate access to, and converse with, the spirits of men. 

“ I would that one would grant me, 

0 my Lord, 

To find Thee only. 


• • • 

That Thou alone wouldst speak to me, and I to Thee, 

As a lover talking to his loved one, 

A friend at table with his friend,” * 

is ever the aspiration of the devout soul. This continuous aspi- 
ration towards closest communion is, spoken or unspoken, the 
pra\ er of faith. A vain and fond imagination, says the sceptic, 
egottcn of the heart, as when Narcissus became enamoured 
o is reflected image. What have we to say in reply? Nothing. 

e who docs not perceive that he loves in his brother not the 
material form, but the spiritual being of which this form is one 
expression, hovv can he understand that the Spirit of God should 
./ au irres * s tible drawings the spirit of man, which is indeed 

wh’ T a 6 ma . n .‘ ^ or > aiter all, what is the body but the garment 
which the spirit shapes to its uses ? 

is tb° aCCC ^ t ou tward seeming, to ignore the spiritual reality, 
his kb eaS1C : sa ^ *^at P ra yer is flung, as a child flings 

are the* m ° * 16 a ' r ’ *° come down again ; to say that men 
their circumstances, with no power to determine 

a c , that this belief and that are equal verities, and 


lie Imitation of Christ ” (Rhythmic translation). 
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that the worship of Christ or of Buddha is a mere affair of climate 
and conditions ; this easy tolerance commends itself to many 
minds in these days. y 

“And to what does this easy and sceptical life lead a man ? .... To 

Iine« Z r y m d r th ' S " Cept,cism lead ? 11 lead s a man to shameful lone- 

liness and selfishness the more shameful because it is so good-humoured 

anc conscienceless and serene. Conscience ! What is conscience ? Why 
accept remorse ? What is public or private faith ? Mythuses alike, enve- 
lop ed in enormous tradition. If, seeing and acknowledging the lies of the 
world, Arthur, as see them you can with only too fatal a dearness, you submit 
to them without any protest further than a laugh ; if, plunged yourself in 
easy sensuality, you allow the whole wretched world to go past groaning 
by you unmoved ; if the fight for the truth is taking place, and all men of 
honour are on the ground armed on the one side or the other, and you alone 
are to lie on your balcony and smoke your pipe out of the noire and the 
danger, you had better have died, or never have been at all, than be 
such a sensual coward.” * 

Mr. Beeching’s “ Eleven Sermons on Faith ” are in refreshing 
contrast with this sort of modern Saduceeism. In his view, 
faith is not mystic, supernatural, an exceptional development ; 
it is the common basis of our dealings with each other. Credit, 
trust, confidence — the framework of society rests upon these. 
“ I cannot trust you ” — what worse thing can we say to one 
another ? The law recognises every man’s right to the confidence 
of his fellow-men, and will have a man accounted innocent until 
he is proved guilty. Our whole commercial and banking 
systems, what are they, but enormous systems of credit , and 
only one in a hundred, or one in a thousand, fails to sustain this 
credit. Family and social life rest upon credit of another sort ; 
let us call it moral credit, and only one in a hundred or one in a 
thousand forfeits the trust. If one here and there give occasion 
for jealousy, mistrust, suspicion, why, the exception proves the 
rule. In his dealings with men, man lives by credit; in his 
dealings with God, man lives by faith. Let us use the same 
word in both cases, and say that man is a spiritual being, and. 
in all his relations, Godward or manward, he lives by faith. 
How simple and easy a thing faith becomes ! How especially 
easy to the children who trust everybody and offer a confiding 
hand to any guide. Could we only rid ourselves of the 
materialistic notion that spiritual things are not to be understood 
by us, and that to believe in God is altogether a different t ung 


* “ Fendennis.” Thackeray* 
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from to trust a friend, how easy we should find the q Uest - 
which we allow to stagger our faith. ‘ IOn s 

But the Kingdom of God is coming upon us with Po 
Let us only break down this foolish barrier of the flesh ; ] e / Cr ‘ 
perceive that our relations with each other are the relations ^ 
spirit with spirit, and that spoken and written words ar e S ° f 
more than the outward and visible signs of ideas spiritual] 0 
conveyed, and how inevitable, incessant, all-encompissin^ 
becomes the presence of God about us. Faith is then ^ 
simple trust of person in Person. We realise with fearful' ' 6 
that He is about our path, and about our bed, and spieth out^U 
our ways— not with the austere eye of a judge, but with the 
caressing, if critical, glance of a parent. How easy, then to 
understand the never-ceasing, ever-inspiring intercourse of the 
Divine Spirit with the spirit of man— how, morning by mornin^ 
Heawakeneth our ear, also ; how His inspiration and instruction 
comem the direction, and in the degree, in which the man is 
capable of receiving them. It is no longer a puzzle to us that 
the un.nstructed savage shows sweet traits of pity and generosity, 
or His God doth instruct him and doth teach him ” We are 
not confounded when we hear of a righteous man who lifts up 
h,s face to Heaven, and says, “ There is no God,” because we 

H , C f ? lak . eth Hls sun to shin e upon the evil and upon the 
good a, ld ,ha, just that measure of moral light and leading which 

eves and T" “n ' “ rreely S iven to h '">- He may shut his 
and fed and r 'Jl" 0 SU "’’ but none thc less is he "'armed 
fn thich we C ° m n? d by the '« ht he deni «- This is thc faith 
sense of th 7 nng " P ° Ur childre ". this strong, passionate 
ft" contle ar TT 8 ° f ° Ur God Hound i" this conviction, 
for we arc or 7' °i " e day Wl11 " ltercst but not exercise us, 

whom we ha"fbeU e td ^ d ° Ub ' ^ We k "° W Him 

We advance^ 7- keanng ’ and hearing by the Word of God. 
w-akelt ou r : n ud S To SOld °nly In proportion as we 
Children mu t 7 T 3 of us wl '° have the brineing up of 

insigt wUch slto " ,ank,Ul fM eV “ y "° rd “P “ d 

spiritually discerned 7 ,T 7“ to the tealities wh.ch are 
and ponder Hip e * 1is v,ew parents will be glad to read 

"eyed in 7anguane er 7 nS b ' f ° rC ““i Prof °und brought is con- 
sermons are written r great sim P licit y and purity. The 
written from the standpoint of present day thought, 
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rejo ST „ T 7 You “<* <"> yo~ 

hao thl r , S J X " 5e 01 thc reali 'y ° f things unseen. Per- 

nXIwTfeift. d “ e *° Mr BeKhi ^ P resenta «ion of the 

offers no d^finUbn^fme Fakh h” L °- rd ' S demanding Faith ’ He 

that He meanf u r • requires ; so that there is a presumption 

presumntion k ■ Y ^ JU ? 1 what men ordinaril y mean by it. And the 
w JV. , • lnGreased when it is remembered that Faith in our Lord 

t „f", h b ' "t fa , H m 1Uman 9 ual 'ties before those qualities were seen 
. • • IVI J 1C ’ 1 . f ^ ait h of the Apostles increased under our Lord : s careful 

naming, both in depth and breadth ; but between the first attraction that 
c rew (say) eter from his nets, and the last declaration of his worship upon 
le s ores of Gennesaret, there was no breach of continuity. Indeed, as 
i to assuie us that the Apostle’s human faith had not after the Resurrection 
c anged to something else,’ and become an indefinite theological virtue, 
we find the word used to express it which, of all the words which labour to 
express faith, is the one most deeply tinged with human feeling : 4 Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?’ We must ask, therefore, 
what, as between man and man, is commonly meant by Faith, and then we 
can examine whether our explanation fits the several groups of passages in 
the Gospels/’ 

The above extract from the very thoughtful and instructive 
Preface illustrates what we mean by the naturalness of faith, 
not that which comes of itself and by itself, but that which is 
acceptable, fit, and proper to our nature whenever and whence- 
soever it arrive. “For,” as Mr. Beeching says, “as faith is 
itself no self-originated impulse, but the springing up of a man’s 
heart in response to the encircling pressure of the k Everlasting 
Arms/ so its reward is to feel more deeply and ever more deeply 
their divine support.” 

The eleven sermons are upon “The Object of Faith, “The 
Worship of Faith,” “ The Righteousness of Faith/* “ The Food 
of Faith,” “ National Faith/’ “ The Eye of Faith,” “ The Ear of 
Faith,” “ The Activity of Faith,’ “The Gentleness of faith, 

“ The Discipline of Faith,” “ Faith in Man.” 

In his examination of “ The Object of Faith,” Mr. Beech.ng 
asks : “ What then is He like ; what kind of countenance is it 
that shines out upon us from the Gospel pages ? Let us turn 
to them and see.” And we read the story of how Jesus being 
moved with compassion, touched the eyes of the two blind men 
by the wayside going out fe« Jerjcht. ^ 


passion on 


other things besides bodily sickness. 
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compassion also on ignorance; on the aimless wandering Q f 
after their own desires, without a Master to follow^* ° men ‘ 
weariness of spirit that such a life brings about.” * t ? le 
•‘Christhas compassion not only on sickness and ignorance^ 1 "’ 
on sin — on the sinner who repents.” And we read the t but 
the woman whose sins, which were many, were forgiven h? ° f 
loved much. Again, we seethe countenance of Christ 0, - Sl ! e 
turned upon that young man, of whom it is said, “ TheiU * 1S 
looking upon him, loved him.” “ Compassion, then for suT*’ 
in g and ignorance, and sin that repents, love for enthusiasm Z~ 
we have seen in the face of Christ.” One more divine rZZ 
we are invited to contemplate ; how the Lord turned and ]J , 

,“T,, t,“ Can yOU imaglne with "’hat a face our Urd 
looked upon Peter, who had thrice denied Him, after confidents 

affirm, ng that he would go with Him to death ? Would S 

™ *n th w a : 

weep.” How the heart rises to such teachtog”s ttis ” th^s" “f 

f “f^:r ,ked >r g men - 

The pity of it is that He n UP \ W dravv a11 men unto Me.” 

lifted up to our adoring gaze ^ PeSsT h l0Vdy ’ 15 50 SeIdoi:L 
vite us to behold the face nf cu • ♦. P When ° Ur teachers in- 

pretation of that profound word V" ^ ^ 

it is not possible for anv h * ^ wu draw all men, because 

liness once it is fairly ai fd f [f ™ ^ *° reS1St the divine Iove ' 
The sermon on the t0 h, ' S vision. 

worship Christ is to bow r? 0 ^ ip . ofPaith >” sets forth that “to 

fulness, before the mo~t ° U r Wltb ^ ove and wonder and thank- 

ever seen, and to believe ^hat^W ° dneSS that the world has 
image of God the Father ” a , g ° odness was the express 
the aims and ideals of Cl ' t- aimS f nd aP ldea ls, that are not 
worship, and the man who dl f lnctly opposed to such 

call himself a Christian a a. ams * lese a ^ Ien ideals may not 
spirit towards Christ Jhi i if examinin g that attitude of the 
rest of the sermon is verv^ b ° ° ngS to the worship of faith, the 
keynote : one Ws t W practl . cal * “Work is Worship,” is the 
touch the secret sprinp-s h ^ f V f Iter wbo knows so well how to 
to that “heart’s adoration^’ f. vC : n . tll, ' s opportunity to move us 
the whole volume has this t ™ Z 1 1S dearer to God 5 but, indeed, 

^ a t “the thorough Tt J ' S Wel1 to be ^minded 

g Wdhn S Performance of any duty, however 
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important ^nd" ins n tructiv e R Thfwrher d * extremely 

ranf tf -tirJfV* u* u writer dwells on the iC deolora.ble 

the expressions of ,he p„bfa n .” “““ “ the P arable with 


pend^^upon^Godr'T 65 a ’ WayS ^ of d“ 

penclence upon God has the power to do righteousness. ‘ Whosoever shall 

d_o the wdl of My Father, which is in heaven, the same is My brother and 

actual sh r her BUt thC questl0n rem ains, How, considering our 

actual shortcomings, can any of us be spoken of by Christ as righteous here 

and now. This is the question in answer to which St. Paul wrote two of 
his greatest Epistles. His answer was, that according to Christ, a man is 
accounted righteous, not from a consideration of his works, but from a con- 
sideration of his faith in God. Human righteousness is not a verdict upon 
the summing up of a life, but it is reckoned to a man at any moment from 
a certain disposition of his spirit to the Spirit of God; a disposition of trust, 
love, reverence, the disposition of a dutiful son to a good father. 
Righteousness, in the only sense in which it is possible for men, means 
believing and trusting God.” 


We have not space to take up in detail all the teaching 
of this inspiring little volume. We commend it to parents. 
Who, as they, have need to nourish the spiritual life in them- 
selves ? Who, as they, have need to examine themselves as to 
how they hold the mysteries of our faith ? Who, as they, need 
to have their ideas as to the supreme relationship so clear that 
they can be translated into baby speech ? Besides, we have 
seen that it is the duty of the educator to put the first thing 
foremost, and all things in sequence; only one thing is needful — 
that we “ have faith in God ” ; let us deliver our thoughts from 
vagueness and our ways from variableness, if we would help the 
children towards this higher life. To this end, we gladly wel- 
come teaching which is rather nourishing than stimulating, and 
which should afford real help towards “ sober walking in pure 
Gospel ways ” ! 


